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(ibviciuBly, these results only cover the special schools' 
population and therefore do not include any Inftrmatioo on the 
furUier widespread of the Maiiatoo Vocabulary in hospitals, 
ItH*-. ^ turner Village; fdxxW. Training Centres; Pre-School Units 
and tn the actiail homes of children and adults who are mentally 
handirapped. Since 1976. thirty thousand people incliKilng 
parents and worMers from the caring, teaching and therapeutic 
pnifeKslofJS m mental handicap tave attended Watoton Vocabulary 
VorkKTKTpB and Training Cburses. 



Vakaton is also being u»#^ ahrt>ad. It haH \nn*n uf^^t .sinr#« 
1976 in Sfm Smith ffal^, Australia and iiitfr*»Ht ts nnw igrvwinK 
aorf>KN that roniin#»nt* In \m2 the Makaffm V<K'ahulary N»*w 
7Mlanfl Ki^«iun^ i^trv mn^ HNUhltahed and HaliaUin is st«*^iiy 
being intrudiHTed thrtHiKrM^ut that country. There in alw keen 
interest in the achme fn«i the lotted State;;. }^n^ Kurq?, Si«jth 
Afrtia, fr-lgiuCT, ?brvay and fk^Uand. 

*hy ha^ this happened^ 

•hat doen Makaton offer mentally haivJicapped children and 
idults. their fajattlen. trarJiem and carHgtverK'' 

Why has a HiAple pi#M!e *if clintral work d«*visf <i fht- 
Aiithi>r of this pa|)er over ten years «itr» wh*»n sTw wn}. w«irkii»»' ;f n 
S|>»»e«*h Therapist in a large Surrey Hospital f»ir m#hinliy 
handicapped » been «> videly accept*^ and uned'i^ 

l#*l 1^ take a CTU»««*r Ictik lit HrMe of the issues involwvl - 

I^t us look first at the cominun I cation and lanRiiage 
developoient problems of children and adults who i»re mentally 
rtiirv1ii'app»^, umi then let \ih (utfiKicinr the di f fu-ijl tit-N timf tliesi* 
pr#'sent f*>r their parents, and Uy their te«rhers, Mfit*fH"h 
therapiHtN and carefcivers who wish to help them to achieve a 
i{uaitty of life vhirh is appmprlate, even if the pers«>n is 
Kfttreinely lisiited In ability. help achieve thin, nome imHins 
of ivc» way ccifiiniunicat ion whether it he by eg totlf^h, gesture, 
signs, symbols or speei'h» is ess**ntial. It is well known that 
children and adults who are described as biding mentally 
handicapped j»e«ent a wide variety of <xj«mBunicatlan difficulties 
and language cJeveiopment prohlecjs. Itiese vary frsj© intltvidual t<> 
imlividual. m severity and ojinplexity and »^-h permm pn-sr-nts h 
uni<|iie cvvDbinat ion* 

It iH (Yjssible though U> identify, aimmun arnas of learning 
difficulty which affect imimini<*at ion and language deveh)pinent 
and ar^ welt known ttt most of us. W** know, that all l«'arning 
pHK esses will bi» aff#*<*t»*d - if th*'re is a n^ijctlon m gen^'ra! 
awareness and if <Mjr perc^-ptual abilities are im|>aired« This 
will also apply, if meeaory Is limited and if th«*re is a 
r»»stri*'t lun in the amount of Information that ''an hi* r#'taJn«'<J. 
'Hif't** priih!»*fns will ni>t (inly imfKMi* I tmi tat uifu^ tait will flfiay 
am! imp»fk* the devMlofiTK'nt of ntht^r sbllitii*s <|iii*ndi'fit of thftn. 
Kor example, the ability to make and form associations and to 
interpret relationships bi»twf««»n pev)ple, ohJ<9cts and f*v»*tits wul 
!jm impaired, as will the ability U> store the i*)iperi«»nces we 
havp, to classify tnem. and nftrieve them Uy exparki on later 
eaperient-es. 

If tr^ese learning probl€«? are applied to the early stages 
.jf the development of communication and language then the 
difficulties *e encounter are imderstanckible. (ijr un(k>rstandir^ 
has t»«en further increased hj the information gained in the late 
l<l7Us and m^ire recently, from Psychol if^istic Studitw of very 



t*arly m<»th«*r-t nfant coamunicfttioo. Them ire providing 
111 format u»n to iSt^m-rlbp M activity thai hm always existed 
hHt««^ trif tfv>tn»*f afid infaiil liit Ms not studied is such detail 
hr*foiv*. iTHtfip HtuJira are ttevlRi that from birth the infaiit ami 
sottifT art* constantly e^affli^ in tvo say* turn talli^^» 
recipnical behaviour involving the siost basic f >rBS of hu0an 
(*f»«auntratt(>fip ^ thrcfugh touch, pointing and gesture; vocal 
pliy. i«rtlrtilarly thi- um* at iotumticjii. utmis. and pauMi ami 
»fpt^h; eye amtact snd the use of gase. This is the starting 
potnt of niafliunicatlon snd languiHCe itovelofsient* It has been 
shfi«n fo U' m Xmtt ssy pr«iit«NK vht^rn t^arh player, it* th«* flic>thf*r 
itittt Hiffiiit fHv^K ttit- otiii*r» In itnl^T Ut nMiifiinv* and NtlsulnU'* 
To Uftin vlth, th«* tntfra«*tif^ In mtift'ly eram)ed annind the 
gsL^tht'T ajvS Infant and tht- single routines of caring tw a ytiuiw 
raby, thtffi grsckially as the farty oatwes, the o»ther invites and 
«^x)uragt« the chkld to widen his e]qierience to eocoapasB their 
sh»r$M ♦•nvir^miiifnl. The isother inttfrmcts with the child about 
Xivtft^ ne« ejiperlenreH, describing thnm, repeating and reinfoKing 
thHR. Huring this tine the sother uses non-verbal and verbal 
i*fimmunic'4it li>n which she adapts to natch the child's level of 
ufiittT^t/inding and then espands it sensitively to develop her 
tmify'H «r>tltty. Iht-sH trills that smthers ii^rently have, have 
kni/wn as 'muthervtse*» 

{f relate thesf* studies to the development of 
('ommtinsrat ton to children and adults who are nentally 
hanilK apptfd, w^* reaiis«; that the possible IsplicatiMS are 
ronHidt^rahlt* and far reaching. The acKnowle<^ed learning 
<fi ff KMil ttt'H whtoh I d#^-ribed f»arller, eg redtK^ed general 
Awtri-iif'Ns <tn<f |»*rfr*pti<m, r#*str4i:ttn1 ot^>ry and retention 
atriiify. tijg**U^-r with delaytxl maturation of physical nilestiines, 
fit situng, walkimc, etc have a t^triAental effect on the mother* 
infant mttfractlon, related to the infants degree of hard icap# 
Alrt-ndy Utere are saggsNtiuns that if the mentally ha rnii capped 
rhtld'K inieraccion with the mother is Imfwired, then the 
mtitfit rN, (or caregivers), own imtural patterns of oomunicative 
tWiavt<Hir within the Interaction may alter when ^e is not 
rf^intitn t'ti apprupriately by the child. Not only then does the 
mfTttally handicapped {arson's cumBun^cation and language 

Itipim^nt suffer, but thp essential two way communicative 
mfr-rat tittn Ivftwi'en miither {cart-giver) and child is also at riA 

So far I have only referred tu the development of 
ctaifffiunscratifin in the young naenlally handicapped child, but the 
fwwHihit* effects of the lack of the mfuctioQ in experie«K» of 
this ei«rly t^sumjnicative interaction has equal slgnificanoe for 
?hf* Mh|»*r chnd and a<hilt who is mentally handicapped. 

liitw fi> parents, caregivers and pi^iifessitisal wcH'kers attempt 
to n-store what may have famm lost, or how do they compensate for 
•hat may havp been an imtnmplete experience? Is it possible to 
id»ntlfy exa4*tly where and what went wroi^ and when? Do the 
' ur.v^t AMSv-Hanent {tfXxMlures pnivi<^ adequate detail to indicate 
what f* rve#'ded? And are the interpretations being made about 
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thi« ifc«riptli^ diU and expUmtory rmmrrfi lfit«> mi>tliHr-lnf«nt 
oomimiratiafi Miffleifmtly rvlt«bUf to t» thn tmsi^ for mtfthoife 
of mediation? 

For ofM» moment f vould likp you to think of «««>m«» of tht* 
children and a«^lts in j^mr carp vir tralnlfifc, llMidKntH in lan^ 
hospitals for pBofde «ho ar^ OM^tally handicapped, like thoMP ti 
IWwr ViUii«P Hospital, i^ildrra and wtultis lik^ UKifm vho vUi r 
Projivt rtr>rt2rm, childrvfl in crMaawiity schools, adults in im>j, 
cnildi>fn and adults living at home. If you think about it th#'n 
you •ill «ar^ that th^ir vt^ wmrly ci< Tt iin m i<rat ttm #*xppri*^!f, hy 
natiirv of thnir hanEllcafvi and i-m-is^iHtamvH, msf^i cntatnly havt- 
been ifupaimd* 

•h#'n I l»*f(an #<»rk %m lh.« MakatfUi V«H'ahuli«ry in flH'fsrly 
1V7CN, 2 obvKHitfly did nut have accei^ to tHvw Htudien on 
rother-infant intpractton, sine** thn inftmation did ncvt ^iHt 
th«»n, but »aoy of thn fai-tivfa t^i-fciiw m>w iapurtant 
InfluHKMH in thf» dpv«lopmMt of oumunicatinn and langiaisH from 
thHw studiw, 9mm to sk* to bp vithin thf> dmi^ of tlip IbkaUm 
Vrical^lary languai^ prt^rmms^, and tht* enfihinattfwi ftf mlfsits nfni 
fipr^ h taught aithin tht* KtriR-turn of thp ItakatiHi ViHrahulary 
appeani to itfili|ue. 



"Hif lbauit<«i Vftirahulary (Appendix 1) 

Tim ifakatf« Vbcahulary U a languafQH prtifcram^> (vimpriKiritc a 
*?pwif ic, tk^UifjmmtBl vocatiulary «hlch wnn dpRigcm^l &> providf* 
« ctontmllpd aifthud of U^hlnfc appn«iiJiiat**ly thrnv hun^lrnd and 
fifty signs trxm SritlfiD Sign fi^ngu^te with speech, to mentally 
handirapiwd childrM and adults «ho hav^ little or no i^ip*^ and 
othf>r language handicappHd prapln in order to provich> a baHic 
flMAS of coMMiicatlcM; to micouraKP eaprpsBive ^jppch whpppwr 
pc^sible aiHl to dHveb^p understanding of language through th*f 
vlwail mniium of the aigns ami the logical structure of the fiign 
lang\auce (talker 

It vas mit part of a large scale research project, hut 
reHulted from a rt'sponKe to a clinical need in a working 
envtmment. Ibe i^iginal vnrahulary was deviaed in 1972, a« a 
pfoipf-r tn r#«a(*h sign Unguagf^ to d*-af iiN*ntal!y handlrapfM-d 
AittiltH (latHer 1H77)* It wsm n^^isi^ in \\¥m, U* mi«*t Ut»* wnnlu 
of mentally handlcappMl childn'n ltvir% id the c^mimunity hh wll, 
and it 1^ this ytr^Ujm «^irh ih f-urrently in use. 



lYie Structure of XX» lbkaU)n Vocabulary 

Vhen I van cc^ttffliplating the wm^ at ftignlf^ with fipevHii to 
«*nr«>urag»' ccHaaunic-^tlon in mental ly handicapped p«Hipli% I van 
f«rited by what looked like a potsible brmkthrciugh with Un* uhi* 
of the signs, but I felt strongly that the 8igm« and speech 
should be introduced in an organised manner, and that a 
stricture ¥ocal«jlary wan the possible answer* Hothers of yijung 
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i'hildr»fi, althfiuicH they Inlructucr vncAbulary that i» spwifie ud 
sMnliwful for thHir am fanilsf mat ttm iodivic&Al child, still 
^•jipivHH hAHlc ffi«H9(tH «itd fNirly cM9unicAttofi vtttilfi m fairly 
fvtitrlrttHi nariMv yiic«tRil«ry (Ar«fl#*ld tmS). no I decided 
(|Pflit»*ratifly to tfeyiw a lisitod rastrictisd «ocabiilmry« 



HiintH that InfluHfMxi itn Itaigo 

1 It ^aild iMf a 'core* vocahulary of heavy Atty wordB, slmpl« 
III tt«ni ami hasu* Utr narly tHi^a^M^ttttfU 

2 It MhcMjld dtf Iitx^rately limited in size to keep seoiory 
IcjadiiK and ratmtion light* 

3 tordM/ftiffns chosen ahmjld wherever possible be milti* 
fiim iufna} and Ntuvild (Htf^ine UK^ther, m that phrases and somll 
sr-ntt^neea could be formed from words used earlier as single 
m^rdH, again rsi^ifig smory lo^iim- 

4 Th^ vfH'shulsry should be presented in a developmental 
H*'«|iit«ncH, HO ths. 4f«sy cooi^pts are presented first sihI sore 

f f irul t cms later* This would enable a handicapped person to 
m>fk thniuKh the vDcabulary as far as their ability allowed them* 

IW*ently it has be«n suggested that mentally handicaiH^^ 
rnildrv'n'H language acquisition does not follow normal 
(lf*vt>io|«H'ni« fn view of their Impaired early communicative 
inu^mrtum might it ma hbr that thtjw ohscrvatlanal studies are 
tihoving Hrr«n-tH of thiH and thst remediation f^mld adhere to 
mtniiil <l»'VfU»fim>nt tiY prtividi* a gimiV 

5 The two-way fynrti<^al communication process was built 
imflii-itly if)t<» the i<ch««me, that emch stage contained 
v<«'arxiUry mn imly for tHe handicapped person but twiprooil and 
fart It ta ting signs/ wonte fcs* their partner(s) to uss to permit a 
twf> «ay <7ommun legation activity to develop and be enjoyed* eg 
vhaf where''' yes'' no? This was essential, since no one 
('i)imi»ini<r4tes alone. 

K#'ct*ntly pHych<»linguistic theory has been applied to the 
design of the Haliaton Vocabulary Language Programme (Armf ield 
ms;;) and th»> vocabulary is shown to contain almrat all the 
pMyt!hL>linguLtttic features of early mother-^infant interstice. 

H ViMfht-r fv«Min for tming a defined 'core* vocabulary wau to 
|ir<<vH$«' n f rsmt'Wiirli iigatnHt whirh targets <uiuld hi* set and 
|ir««;ri«^s tt«ilfi \m* c*harti^ 

7 aiOKidermtirtfi of indivii^l personal needs is allowed for bf 
U-in^ tf> tntnii^jce additional essential vocabulary into any 
apprtipriate Hta«^ of the vix^abulary and hy being able to cnoose 
«tthin ^atrh Htage tN> s^uence of signs to be introduced or 
t.aiight Within that stage. T^e signs do m>t have to be taught 
Hf r^iicht thrrtiigh down th«* lint for *-aeh stage as printed, and 
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•w»»«lanr sUbbs of signs/conlfi should bp tai«ht In: 

tH-'> !!l"^?yrl to »»«lic»|>|*d people » 

ocnmaiicatUia ^ ^^^^ is»t to uaal in: 

2 «n iBforml nkanrr to ipffiHraUw loe 

right f r«» 8tve t»» staple togini.l«g8?f the vocSST' 
The Project's Training Conaittee and R*.iiion.i 

.^n?/u7,^/ tLt^L^Tli'* to tndlvldual 

fcL?.-, if TTt ««^ available by attcmltnit 

mk»t4ift Vbcatjulary l.>riishopB and Training Cburaw. 



Stgnti IhMj 



an*. .T^J^frSn^ of the **f community 

an<f it sh«>md b« regard^ an « fuU language .ith itT^/.n 
grammar, fqmtax and dial<>ct« as h> i>«.«r -T^L-^i 

ra««n ^iKT) un». uy th<» di<«r thfaHHives owmf ccnturinR. in th*- 
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Prt-lingeuaUy ik^ftf pmplf* all ovt-r thm world wtU ttw Sign 
f jifiicu^iicr* therf i?« BrltlNti Sinn Iai^imkh (»KL); Aai^rlcttn 
Sifcn Unicu«K«* CASt), KriMicfi Sign LnngyoKe (FSL); ^ic* Diltuml 
iiif fMnfHim totwm cKJiatri«0p but the unterlying stnicUire 

ts similar. 



flitfii*- atMc) r«Nitur»» m grmt dMl vith Stgn I^ngMge gnd mrm an 

*-HHr-nttat imrl of thn cfi^witcatliMru ItHitf ftm not Htflct rule^ 
«H rnCttiMN trHf pr>'i!itw performancH <if tfw signK, tfg tin? actual 
s\/3t* of t^^ Klgn ur the ditftancH from the body. ItiMff dfftai Is 
ar«» (1i('tatt«d by tlit* nt^c^ds of tht* »«ffisag«* to Iw conveyed* Hits 
r i»*]ithi 1 1 ty In b gn*at advantage for haiHtlcapped people* Aliic 
Che idr^tgrtphir nature of many of th^ nlgns conveys smanlngs 
^-itHi ly. 

Signing En glisn is a eyatematieed attesipt by bearing and 
dfaf |ii«YplH u> prtwide ft linguistic signing equivalent to apohen 
UniOtfiKf-, ?#<m-ttnieH Higne are trtimbined eitb finger spelling and 
N|s*«*< h an<f tn fix,Hm* HigRf-d Rngltah teaching programnwfii, the 
^j(M*^*(ivf* In tij be able to provide a sign vocabulary mpmoon ting 
all tfiH cmponentM of npbken language. 

The ttakatqn V ocatyula iy a«Kume« a mideay position. It u^s 
HlgHH ffrwa the Aign' f ai^fiage of tbe IMf and utilisen aoaie of 
thf* perf«inaanre featurm, eg facial expressim, body language, 
urn* of platn^ment, directionality, etc* It prei^nts tbeee key 
si^nn in npoken aord ortter so that it provides a Signed English 
fnuni'iNirk* ITmih if a handicapped peraiMi in micorasful on Malaton 
(ifhl ' 'ititinof'K itf ^lave a high dep»«mlem*e on Higning he/she can 
pnjicrMSN til a TuUer Higned tegllbh programme* It^ tendency to 
fttv^Hir siKHf^d I'^igliHh rather that a British Sign fAngitage 
f rnm«'«< irk vn^ no r»*f l«-i'tlf»n on nne lnMng mt^n* HUpi«rior t«> th** 
itiu**r, t*tit titf'iiiir^' th^* <»bj»*<'tlvt« of a Makaton Vo(*al:»jlary 
f»rtj^ranwv is ti> en<f atrage spM*fh and therefore signs pnwfited in 
->|iikf'n #c>n1 or^l^r sni'm ooiv apprt)priat»s 

Thrum^nit the UK the south east/l^mion dialwt is used sith 
fh*. •;yst»*m. It waa nec^f*#*ary to standardise the dialect to 
r>'<l;nT' rtrnhmum ft»r the tntel lt«i*timl ly handicapped people usif^ 



t)s» of thr* Hdiatim Vix-abulary {lalker and Anafield 2981 ) 
vm Kfvisiti Mftkatitfi V.«^abulary is noa in use aith: 



1 Hr'fitai ly handU'AppHd di'sf and ncm-cimf children and adults 
wU> havi' little or nor eipmisive spenrh and pcxM* crsttpeebension. 
Hakaf'in may N« acniM entire a|te and intellectisil range* 
HfNHanh in mm showifHt the effer tivn use of Itakaton with young 
t^ivn'^ nahi«fs (le Pfevoet ISfO) 

er|c 8 
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2 c^tldrHn aod Adults «hu am- tuth «t»fit«lly and f)^yHlc-al1y 

3 ITKJoe cimfitdprtvl u> hr* *uiisttr 

4 Some youDf demf chiidr«-n in th« ordinary rangf of 
tnt^lllgenoe 

5 fTiUdrMfi wtth M*v«rH articulation cw- sfwch rtiyitro prublfHttR 
vtio nwd a t^^iapnrary alt^rnativf^ 

H Certain nprmal adults with a&%|utrv^ cmviiminK-atiw rnMblnfim 

lli>sv r«> rvntly ISaJiaton has tiKen rv*(Mirtf«d to far of valtn* with tmt 
n>m handicapfv^l sq^tiufiB: 

7 Blind and partial Bightnd ihildrpfi and adulU 

8 Vith psychiatric caatf< vherp Unguafce and o«miiunication is 
tmpalmS 

dikf f i«»nce haH aho«n that in addition to the d«fvelopmt*nt of 
riin%'A'pt» and langiiag** oth«»r po«itiv»» rt^ults ran occur. Th#'s^- 
art* ivi^irtf^ to tw» im*ivaM<d: 

- •>y»* n 41 tact 

- atttmtUtfi 

- w>riability 

- vu^'^lisatioUt and 

A laarfiHd rf>«tartion in inappruprlaUf tohaviour is aim repi>rted* 
for thosp with «evf>re coomunication tspalrmentii, nigninfC ran 
Ht imulatf rather than Iritwff nj vith language developaent, 1tu«M> 
prjfiitim side •»ff«*ct« fall into a pattern that cannot bp fw«i ly 
«*tplalned but do raiiu? qiM^stions about the use of att^ntiivn 
f^jcuwinf devicm m» they relate to concept develoymHit and tin* 
rcjntributinn that a coanHiication pric^ity system mirh as Kakaton 
<*an make to general langu^ deveU^mmt* 

Those vho teach and use the system include speech 
therapists, teachers, occupatitmal therapists, psycN>ln«;lHts, 
parents, liwtructnrs, and social and/or hospital staff. They aiv 
provided elth training In flhe Diy ic^icshc^ 



T!^ Mikatoo UDcatelary Q^loptarat Prtaject (MVI^) (^^»idli 2) 

Like the tfaka*on Vocatnilary itself the MVW grew from a 
n^d. In this case the Med to support and offer a service to 
y^i^ctB. and eorkers using the Makaton l^)calulary elth children 
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r>H!f*vitly Nh!ojr» Cliartty. It hma mlmmyu apBrmtwd an sle^k^r 
f in«n4*ial «»^nH vtth m trramcfots vDlyatAry cnotrttBitloo tetqg 
mm^ hy thi' Pn>jHL*t Cb-Ondimtor« TtvialQg ud teamnch Qraittm 
ll«*fit>*rH» mtHi Kt*gcii>fuit !lpprviit^tat|vt^» Throt^ti the UVOP^ 
^tfk^nm, Traifiing (ijttrNHH, lt<TtMM» npUtad |iid>Uaitlcm Md 

lYnininK Qmltt*^ and f^lnml RpfK^M-fitAtiwB i»9twL>rfc 
iirv r«>otifiuiigt4ly flhmltortAK currtnit tnilfling s^ttodn and 
KtfH^ sn<i AppruaofHftt. Thrr«» thrmt siiKnit^ advisors on the 
Tmmirv. OmittHM. wfirt wifH i>«itafty With thtt dmf txjmmtmity* 

TT>«'tr r«»if IS 1 AdviHt* im thf Uf««* aitd «^intt*iiam'>f of Mignlng 
sT«niUni^ <it tht< ti#^t(>nal K>'pri*t«#»ntatsvra and vltl. thr KVDP 
Tr«ifi I ni( cViMrs«^. I^e H»*M«ari*ri C^uROiittt^ mlBii motm in a 
mftniti^rmn c*apa<*tty* AriHlng from tho m«*^l to knt^p ttm MVf>P 
Hf>Ksonal Hvprf Hentut i^n^, who artf al I practi tiofton9» In tmich 
mitfi pi'f^'an h, haw hwn tht' pn»di*<'ti«Tn, «ifire IMO, of tht? IIVDP 
H^'e^'ftn ft !nf4>rmiti«i ^rviiie» This pnwii^ practttiniierH aith 
'l«'t«il«'<l infurmatiMn, ahlrh is continufMisly updatFd, of all 
r*'l<it*nl fw*mnch pn>jwtM. A namsary of Mch paptfr, indicate r% 
«-iiRi''iit ttnrf r^suLiatirKial applleatian is ^ivm» TTiiK S^fviOR iss 
tsMi»«} as 4 |»J^tl('atl<^ ti> any^mt* alf^iiOK t^* purctiaai' }t from tht* 
HVfil^ CWrt-nt and futufv finj.MrlH involve: 

- an fv^littit ifv) f*f Itn* of Hymliiln atth IMtatun. 

- itn tnvt-Ht iicttt s«in into tf»* valut* mtHi uh** <»f tfit* 
ibK«tf«m aUiSary ah an aid In t«*n4iisfiK tv«dtf^; 

- ttfi »*valiialif<n ««f curfvut aHNi'SNnK*!!! y^irt^n*^ and 
nifi r a|(f)n4friaft'ffifNr« tn nun-Hi'****'^^ Nynt^^, 

- t>iM >*HtaM sshm^nt of a data banli to collect 
informatiMn via ttit' Hi'KUHial Rf* (HVHifitattvtfi Det«%»ri( 
iuU} fh»* lani^na^c*" ^|uiHiti<m of handtrappud pii4>l<^ f^nd 
fti^ n^iHT f^f fi-(-tiv*» tHfiriitng mnthtxia; 

- Tti*- «-xrari| ssim^t uf natKmal i«n*nt grnuiK linked 
f*» l{f |<iuni»l ?i»«|>r»-Ni*fitat t v» s to provj<it« »*a&'tianie*« of 

Ttif mlrtr>*ss is 

n KiniKi* fir.vt.. ('Mherl^y. SUrrny 
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S(w nhwrvfttlfM) on ttw iMiAton sysUM cm nmds*t 

1 Nyyiton ft|3|mr« to t» the onlfr «lt«nittlv^ ommmiCRtluti 
^tti« ifilch htts (MD divided In^/i 'd^lOfMHeiiUii Htaiera'. Utl««r 
iMicum hsw town studied ftnd/c^ ^vfsmd, but lUAtoni pnwi6im 
ft e^c of lefticons orgAi^^fKKl slft^t^ vhich An; iRcrf^imtly 

2 Thf* vocAbutary prtivid^N m KUidt* for ••vtm th»* mirnt 
f^ufvrtr'tk'rd Ungmuif dpv»*liifint*iit tiiwt»f ur flifT«|»tsi - its 

ftM r«*r tlHiHt* to vtH'ftlHif ary d«*vf*t4if«iH*nt - tu ifi*«'iif ii^c imi 
prloritiiM in dewlopinn ctvmu^lcmtitjii and it altfti offHn* « icuidn 
tu plannlnK and flieasurlng pro^rpius* ltif» stanffs suftgrnt a 
mllstic and eoanamic limit on vucataulary instruct ton att^pt#«d 
in a wipMiop for childrpfi vith wry lissitod ahilitira, while the 
frmJM uf chuiop vithia tte stasA alloips for m modi cMtlve 
judment a« thv instruttor vi^iM* 

3 Tl^ raiv^ of vmsftbulary taa (vrvfully cba«i*n mi that nn 
thc» ounrKptH an» l«an)«d they can umd to cocmect and dUBhinp 
mtci tvu or three vords mnt^ncm And loiHser* This design 
f«fatur<> ia pr«ni«iit frooi the earlieat sta^ and throughout th*> 
entire vvcahulary* 

4 A source of frustratifm for many who wish to eaplore sign 
laiHfuagt- an an altemstive mnans of cnamtnicatinn in that initial 
trsiiiing rmiuiiw of atudhf hefore an adequate t^jcaliulary is 
acxtuif«d« this ia not m eith the lUatan tasabulary hefsause the 
grsdod statfes perait ooama^ieatian to hvgin imoindiately at thtf 
moBi taste level. 

5 It is a potential guide for using altematiw cnRmmlcation 
nystems rithftr than BSL for persons eith severe communication 
inpatmmt. Hymhol, pirturv and other altemfttive me^mjnlnacinn 
fiyHtfiaM uMualty rely Holely on the Judgement of Ihi* 
teacher/ therapist for fselertiiMi of the wrxsabulsry in tn* tiu«^tt. 
Hakatrm pwid*>#* a guide ft>r n^l^^ting vocahulary - ••«pw*iany 
Initial vocatulary. 

H Because the system ia widely used throimticMt Uh* Untii^ 
Kingdua, it offers an except ionai opportunity fc^ collet:ttfV data 
on the language dsvelofSMit of perwns eith severe ommiMitcation 
impairment* Bttenstve data gathering csould provide tnformattcm 
pertinent to learning son* about the teaching and ac(}uisi£ion of 
normal langu^a demlc^aient. 

Finally, the groeth of the Maliatos focsbulsry tMs tun^ wfiy 
rapid and se have in this c^juntry nam a situation eh^re clinical 
practice has raoed ahimd of raatm rdi practice, ft is therefor** 
imt lairprisifv that then* fdiould be some criticim. It would lie 
unhealthy had there sot been any. 
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mint liM^ rmtUtloAUy at this currvot posttiOA. 
Rrttc!tttifim*rii» immctmrn, «|irach tHenpists. attrw«, Md 

of tliH gnwUffit li^kirtMoe to try to U^tM tte qiMltty <tf Uf« 
for chi ldra9 and «Mlti» «to ara nmtAlly HmdieamiBd with 
whtm ifi^y aiv clowly lavolwd* Th^ c«Mot tliersfora easily 
att-v^t that tl»^ tmmt wit ffM* sulMtaiitUI aad detailed iwwili 
til i^MplHted. Aim t»M detail aM quality of rmearcb data 
f>siiuif^ Has not tmm etarted y»t aad wsmlA iavolw tte pooliw 
of flnanrlal and pftifeMinaal rtrnnrnm. 

Ctmlii I iht«rt«r<ir»> oulu* an apf)ea} for a v*i«tfit*r eorlilf^ 
n*UlH«tNhip t»«temi Hb»Mrrhi«rH and (Va<;titiommi, and a grrater 
mutual rtm^zt ftir the cuntriliutioQ that each say of^tfr the other 
and ultlmttfiy tte handicapped diild or aAdt. 



Hihliciftniphy 

Arinf i* |cl, 4 1^'^. 'Applyifia pPtychal Ingyi^tlce Wifn Plannlnff 
AttrrrtAitvH Dtmmunicatinn fcir f^mone with Severe 
r<»mmuntr4Ciiin fmpairat*nt*» Unpubllshecl pafvr - available 
fr»e» IteMaiue ^vtahulary ilevrlcjpsmnt Project, 31 Firvood 
iirivf*, (imhi-ti**f, Sbrn^ 

< ynfungham. r im2* l k^mn*» S yylroite: An Introdttction for 
Paf>'fits SfHivf^nir Pr«*«H. (Macntinnafaftd AcadFiRic) l.tiT 
Hmin ffc>rii«inj» .%*riHv« 

I** lYfVfjHt, l» A Ulwing the Makattm VhcabuSary In tSarly 

UnKtuncf Tyaitittt-* Ifefital Handicap tol If. !to 1 

H#Mfi. H, J<»nfK, L and Kiernan, C C IWO* Special Education: 
►riraard Tmii^ 10, 1 , I^*Mitin»h Aipplc«v>nt~ 

•aU r. e 1!I77, 'Teachlfuc Ht«n Unguage t« l^f Itentally 
Handlcapfv^l Multn' <a practical aceount and an ea^niapntal 
waluafiivi). In IMS Qmfe rwy PmcHedlngs 3, l^iwge and 
Hanaicart*^ KiaSTralneter illA. pp S^S^ — 

talkt r, M 197«. *Thf lUfcattMi Pabulary'* In TVblM, T (Co- 
• »fi1nitttftr} WmjH and ilwaftH nMtngKtirfi#«: CUjIs* f^ucatlrvi tin 
tMiaJf of *^nft«rHif't lihirattfin iluthi^tty 

•»iH*-r. m (#»d) Ifmo. ttVtlp Reeearch foforttatlon Service Vol 1 
Kfid Vol n. Ilakaton VitcaouUry Development Project, 
(^HsdkTiM^. Sbrrry 

»jiU# r. a ftraf Armftt'ld, A 19H1. 'that i« the Kakaton 
Vi. ariuUry''*' Spiicial Kctoc atUy: faraard Trends Vol 8, !4b 3 
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APPt7©IX I 

'n.e Makau^n Vocabulary 























Aw 






Ul . & 


Orange 




nacy v^i-l; 


G^jiaiUi 












risn 


rVfi nW r Din ^ 




naDOl t 


f)t <r*ii 1 f 




Horse 


^1 nrwa f* 


11^ Ik 


Cbw 










S^^ar 








wjtterriy 




.Tari 




TablH 












' V. "W* J 




Aeroplane* 














X< Jli 


TV 


TV* 






TV) V t 




Ttf Ic^phoc^ 










u 




To dig 






ID nae (norse) 




Dirti 


Tb Junip 






lO CiUQD 


To arink (CXip) 


Trtje 


To swim 






To fall 






To sh&ve 


To *jtiin<l— up 




lo Dni&ii nair 




rQinv 


iO omsn nectn 


if; wKr>n 








r La Wf 


Dig 










Di Ji JK 






TfHMy 






Bricks 




Goxl <^JK) (Hello) 


Ball 


Up 


Bad (Naughty) 




Down 




And 








l«y (MiDe) 




fejt 


Your (Yours) 




Cold 




Pl^^as*^ (l^tk ycxi) 




Sorry 




Clean 






Dirty 


Now 



I 



Cmnnitrift' 

ERIC 



- 138 - 



OT/^GE Him 

KrttHid 
Oiildivn 

Schcjol 

Cupboard 

fen (f^»fictl) 
Paper 

Scissors (Oit) 
Pic turf? 
Sand 
Water 

Thivad (Strlfig) 

Hox 

Toput 

To make/tif? 

To 

To c«K)k 
To sing 
To play 
To kmiw 
To think 
To Wf^rk 
To read 

To writt; (Draw) 
To paint 
To teach 
To build 
To break 

if? rfiH) 
!n 

Und«*r 



FIVE 

PrieHt 
Mllkxaan 

R)llc«aan 
nreoaii 

Qiurch 
Stop 

Qirden 

Fire (Blaze) 

Bag (Qfcrry) 
letter (Stafflp) 
Tlae (latch) 

To carry 
To threw 
To catch 
Tb stop 
To help 
To like 
lb a^int 
lb quarrel 

quick 
Slow 

Happy (PlWised) 
Sad (Miserable) 
Difficult (Hard) 
Easy (Soft) 

Strong 
Iteavy 
Clever 
Ai^ry 

Frightemd 

Tb be patient 
Mistake 

Trouble (Matter) 

ait 



ST^E SIX 

Country 
Ttawn 
Sea 
Cineraa 

Hbliday 

Cblour 

Red 

Blue 

Green (Grass) 
Yellov 
Black 
l»iite 

Ck*anse 

To begin 
Tb finish 
Tb bring 
Tb ask 
Tb ^peak 
lb listen 
Tb be able 

(c&n) 
Tb forget 
Tb grow 

Sam 

Different 

Nsv 

Old 

Beautiful 
^rt 

Nice 
Kind 

Oure 
TYieirs 

Another 

With 

»io? 
Wiich? 
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STilCE SEVCTf 

Nuabers 1-10 

Kov aich? 
Hum gany? 
tkm old? 

1^ (A lot) 
Scne (Few) 

Time (Hour) 
To-day 
To-fiBorrow 
Yesr^rday 
!%zt week 
Next ye»r 
Liist veek 
iMt year 

turn ago 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Night 

•hen? 

Alfwys 
A^aln 
Late 
Karly 

Befom 
After 

Vagc?s 

To buy 
To save 

Sun 

Rain 

Wind 

Snov 

Stars 

Moon 

Sky 

Oreful 

Expensive (Pain) 



ST/tGE EICMT 

Tb choose 

lb win 

Tb dance 

Tb find 

Tb umterstand 

Tb rciRBSter 

Blrthctey 
Qirlstmas 

I%rty 

f^rcel 

Balloons 

Photograph 

Ctoera 

Mirror 

Radio 

Newspaper 

Sandwich 

Beer 

Sausages 

B[>tato 

Cheese 
Cbffee 
Tbsato 

First 

Next 

Ofer 
Through 
Near (Close) 
Between 

Lucky 
ftjngry 
Thirsty 
Morrled 

Really (True) 

tmy? 
Because 
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STAGE NIKE: ADPITIOWAL TOCARJLARY 




Blind 



toeclfic 

IMlclne 

Tkblet 

Injection 

Operation 

Sick 

111 

F^m 

Hearing aid 
BpectMcles 
Vheeldhair 
How are fou? 



Soldier 

Sailor 

King 



Clothing 
Mined 



Queen 



%rts of ^ Body 



Kajwr 

God (sussest^ sign Jems} 
Hames: 

For family or clofie aoquaintaiK», often the initial letter of 
the name is fing;er spelt, or some noticeable feature, eg 
little boy - spectacles Is signed* 

to specific signs for rooms, eg classroom, batitiroow, tut the 
d*^af sign the verb eg to bath conveys bathroom, to cook 
conveys kitchen, for classroow suggest school. 



Hi 



CURRENT MAKATCMf VOCABULARY DEVKLOPMEUT PROJECT ORGANISATIO . 



TRUSTEES 



Prof Joan Bicknell 
Mr Colin Christmas 
Mrs Margaret Walker 



J 




CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 

Director 
Administrative Secretary 
Clerical Staff 



TRAINING SECTION 

Training Officer 

Training Coawlttee 

Regional Representative Network 

International UserM Network 



I 

1 



Research InfonnatlOD Officer 
Research Consnlttee 



PUBLICATIONS SECTION 
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i^IMgt l*ltor^ Rmgfcpgfa i CUgl^ ^eecli Therapist 



John i^ildcxm 
I^t Sctef leld 
Richard Tbogood 
Virginia Blackoe 
Jean Ibttar 
CtoilU Sttuirt 
Ruth GoodwiDs 
I^'Sgy Ipghans 
Judith EbbAtsoo 
Julie lAwson 
Lorraioa Herring 
Graham teylias 
Judith Toung 

Alice l£igie 
Diane S^u^son 
sue RothaiBlI 

Sylvia lhoiz|»m 
Mlritto Kae 
Alan Forster 
Dorothy Ocmn 

Glenda Usee 1 toes 
Monica MclXirk 
Jean 9aith 
Irene Uggatt 
Jan mtchell 
Alison Cbllar 
Elenor Birisett 
Huwvt McAusIm 
Manette won Mehren 
Hftrion TbaosoQ 
F^t Strutt 
Liz Hcx^son 
Beverley Reynolds 
Mig Cbupe 



lest Ycit^ra 
Ibrth Yorkshire 
fkxrtt Ycntabire 
Sbuth Yorkshire 
South Y<»lE^^ 
North RkBterslite 
South Anterslde 
Sbuth Rirt)er8lde 
South Bmherside 
Qeveland 
Qeveland 
last ToiUblre 
KirUeee 
Itirthuxd^rland 
Tpne i lear 
I laar 
Durham 

Belfast 
Londonderry 
totrim 
Cb Antrim 

Argylle k Clyde 
r^flafries ft Gallomy 
Fife 

Gr«a9>ian 

Tkysicte 

Lothian 

Stirlii^ 

Strathclyde 

Strathclyde 

GnsgilaQ 

Ikysickr 

Tbyslde 

QraapiM 

Tuyslde 



NE &%Iand 



N Ireland 



Scotland 



ik 
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Clorta Pack yood^ Teacher lo Charge, Coiamuntcation Unit, 



i^ry Anch^rson 
Felicity Fkrsons 
Rilllism Rocke 
Jill Slater 
l%ul Thaaaa 
Sifflocie Iky lor 
Barry Oarpenter 
Pat Trotsmm 



Kilsall 
Binninghaffi 
SamtMBll 
IXjdley 

fblvertiaflBpton 
Birmingham 

SUK^Il 

larvldishlre 
Siropehlre 



g^t le Pr evost^ Qilef 9pee<^ H^raplst. Meotal Haodlcap , Obiford 



Jill SOmhttB 
Adob Varren 
Margaret Parker 
I^ggy Pritchett 
Ckrollne Ibthiawn 
Ann Squirrell 
Jenny Borne tt 
SUsan l^ic-^th 
Carol GlU 
Linda Riscott 
Caroline Knight 



(kfordshlre 

Gbifontehire 

fcrk^lre 

Berk^ire 

Hertfordshire 

Hertfordshire 

BUckli^Chainshire 

l^lcestershire 

leicesterG^ire 

BedforcSshire 

Ibrtlufflptof^lre 



Ann itll ling ton. Deputy Head of Occupatiowl Therapy Dfept, Surrey 



Beth lk:Qiig 
Jill IQhite 
Sally Aiistln 
Ann Nbrthover 
Sue L-yon 
Jean Barker 
Bartara Hollis 



Ftjrfolk 
Saffolk 



C^fidiridgeshlre 
Cu!±rri(^pefihire 
Liac»loshire 



Qirtstloe Hope^ Qilef speech Therapist, Avon 



Clfipeth Tkit 
Pat Ckuty 
Janet m^ddy 
Erica CrutchXey 
Qirlstine Jenkins 
Elizabeth Fon 
Joyce EioRrson 
Lesley Stevens 
Esther Thorns 
Pfct Inters 
G«?raldine Cooper 



Cbrmmll 

SoBjerset 

liltshtre 

Dbrset 

Avon 

Avon 

Somerset 

filtshire 

Dorset 
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L^nda fettf ffws^ T raining Officer > Glcwester 



Heatlivr Sixitt 
Bi^madetU' Rlcf» 
Elizabeth Benik«tt 
Viticenzio Avllia 
Ifcrvyn l^lley 
Ann Hcmrd 
RoHtiDary Burslen 
Patrick HcRiemAn 

SamSra Rudd 
RoG&oxie Dart 
Pkt Buxton 
Eleanor Bird 
Qlana Pike 
Caroline Plckstone 
Alex Jones 

Brofiwern Ckrless 
Jill Itoldlf^ 
Tricia Howrd-Jones 
Uz Turner 
Sally Eiicins 



Bury 

Lancftshlre 

lAncuhlre 

I^ncftshlre 

Qieshlre 

OxBbrla 

Isle of Man 

HottlQ^UBQBhlre 

KbttlngfuoDBhlre 

Nbttlni^Sfia^lre 

WottinghamRhipe 

tert^sblre 

aieffleld 

Llncolnehlre 

Hereford i Worcester 

Dyfed 

Dyfed 

Qvyncidd 

West Glaosorgan 



■Rnent 



lales 



liary Wountajn^ Senior Speech "Hieraplst i Fay 1TK3mson^ Lecturer < 
both Surrey ^ 



Jessaiay Krott 


Ctodeo i Islington 


C^thy Cbnstable 


KensingtOT, Chelsea ft Westminster 


Beverley Ctwkins 


Brent 


Eklna Cblllngs 


Surrey 


Sue Ashby 


Ealli%, Kanmersmith ft Hounslcw 


Sue Charlton 


Baling, Haaraeranlth ft Hounslow 


Robert Spence 


Ealing, HaimiersBilth ft Hounslov 


Anne Chapnan 


Surrey 


ttltchell 


Surrey 


Fiona Hendry 


Surrey 


T ynda Rtder 


Wfiltham Forest 


Carole Ednondson 


Hlllli^Sdon 


Keith Parks 


Bromley 


Pat BTTTughton 


Wandsnorth, Morton ft Sutton 


Itergaret faultless 


Surrey 


PrajK:es Walter 


Ikmtewarth, Hertcs) ft SUtton 


Barbaxa «»lthy 


Garnet 


Valerie fCnight 


Has^pshire 


RoHHTRary Lester 


Hwq)shlre 


Jane Bollard 


Has^ishire 


Louise Broome 


Hatq^shlre 


Xathy East 


Haaqsehire 


Renee Kendersx:m 


Bai^jfihire 


Ann Brookes 


Hampshire 


Sarah Morman 


Ekst Sussex 


Jill mils 


East Sussex 
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fteruly ThcrafisQn l^t Sussex 

Helen Bradley lest Sbssex 

Jane IfecDcmald l^st SUssex 

Sue Vrlg^t %en% 

JaoBt Youni; Sent 



21 
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